Grace Lutheran Church Announcements - July 14, 2019
Gracefully Living ~ Gracefully Serving
8601 Valleyfield Road Lutherville, MD 21093
410-828-5115 / office@gracelutherville.org
Interim Pastor Lura Groen lur a.gr oen@gmail.com or 832-350-0404
www.gracelutherville.org / www.facebook.com/GraceChurch.Lutherville

Welcome! We ar e glad you ar e her e wor shipping
with us! If you have questions about any aspect of our
worship service or need assistance the ushers are happy
to help. We hope to see you again soon!

Today at Grace…



Everyone is invited to gather after worship
for Fellowship Hour
ACTC lunches, Doris & Greg Haga

Upcoming Events…
Open communion is practiced here at Grace, all are
welcome to the Lord’s table.
As you walk up the center aisle, you may take an empty
cup from the tray on the table in front. There are also
pre-filled cups of white grape juice on a plate between
the trays. You will then receive a piece of bread from
Pastor. If you have an individual cup, wine will be
poured by the Assisting Minister. If you would rather
receive wine from the common cup, you may still do so
from the second chalice. If you used the individual cup,
you may discard the cup on the way back to your seat.

Tuesday, July 16th
 Bible study, 11:30AM
Sunday, July 21st
 Congregational conversation after worship
Friday, July 26th
 Book study, 6:30PM

ACTC lunches for July 28
Barb Heavrin

Anyone who prefers not to commune, is still welcome to
come up for a blessing. If you, due to mobility issues,
would prefer to receive communion in your seat, please
let one of the ushers know, and Pastor will bring
communion to you.

Milton Dierker
Terry Hall
Lisa Nickles
Tammi Bissett
Laurie Worzask
Katie Westwick
Luis Bolivar
Jeanette Spedden
Francis White
Tom Phipps
Louis Kaste
Claire Schultze
Carrie Avirett
Tina Frymoyer
Thelma Davis
Bettie Greene
Bill Phillips
John Leitner
Carol Ridenour
Family of Selma Barnard
Grace Lutheran Church in South Range, Michigan

Sermons by Request!
This summer, all sermon topics are by congregational request. Members put suggested Scripture
passages, or requested topics, in an envelope in the
lobby, and Pastor Lura is drawing for them for
sermons until August.
Topics you can expect to hear are: Talking in
Loving Ways, Death and Dying Well, Matthew 25,
Evolution and Creation, and Practical Love.

Weekly challenge:
See if you can identify two times you have
said the wrong (untruthful or unloving)
thing to a sibling in Christ.






Love and care for our members
Provide access to God
Love and care for our members
Spread God’s word

Loaves and Fishes… 153 meals!
Grace Lutheran Church hosted Loaves & Fishes on
6/29/19. We served 153 meals; 126 at Loaves &
Fishes and 2 casseroles were donated to the halfway
house. The meal consisted of our tried and true
chicken and rice casserole, green beans, rolls &
butter, canned fruit cups and assorted cookies for
dessert.
Thank you to John Guthmann for transporting the
casseroles and handling the ovens at St. Matthias.
Thanks to Audrey Rhodey and Pat Hickey for
purchasing items at Aldi’s, Sam’s Club and BJ’s.
As usual the bakers at Grace were busy at work.
Gratitude is expressed to Barb Heavrin, Susan
Hermann, Jeannie Noll, Grace Phillips, Audrey
Rhodey, Bill Schultze, Lenna Sheridan, and
Cheryl Weidley.
Special thanks to our kitchen help: Frank Eardley,
Theresa Foster, John Guthmann, Larry Herrold,
Jeannie Noll, Ed Podowski, and Audrey Rhodey.
Thank you to Pastor Lura for keeping track of the
meal tickets as she conversed with each patron.
Although Pat was unable to be present on this date,
everything went off as planned thanks to the
commitment of our L & F servers. Special gratitude
is expressed to Audrey Rhodey and all our wonderful
contributors. We also want to welcome Frank
Eardley & Theresa Foster to the L & F tradition.
Thank you to Helping Hands for their monetary
support of such a well meaning endeavor.
Our next date to serve is August 31, 2019!
We are planning a summer themed meal!

Pat Hickey,
Loaves & Fishes Coordinator

Cleaning out Reinheimer Hall
If anyone has items/supplies stored on the shelves in
Reinheimer Hall, please remove your things and take
them with you. All remaining items will be donated
to The Lutheran Mission Society.

July 21
AM:
L:
Greeter:
Usher:

Worship Schedule
George Weidley
Claire Schultze
Audrey Rhodey
Ed Abbott & Susan Hermann

Ushers & Greeters: Hospitality Team name tags &
instructions are available at the Visitors table.

Giving & Attendance
July 7, 2019

Giving: $761.00 Attendance: 19
Giving Year to Date: $36,291.00

Tuesday Bible Study
Bible Study continues every Tuesday at 11:30 as we
gather in the activity room to study Scripture. You are
invited to bring a brown bag lunch.

Everyone is welcome!
Friday Evening Book Study
Friday Night Book Group/Bible Study will be
reading “Love Big: The Power of Revolutionary
Relationships to Heal the World” by Rozella
Haydée White.
The group meets every other Friday at 6:30pm
for a light dinner, study at 7:30.
The book is available in the church lobby.
Everyone is welcome!

July Monthly Appeal
The Community of
Saint Dysmas
The Community of St. Dysmas
(CSD) is a Lutheran congregation in the Maryland
Correctional System. God’s purpose for The
Community of St. Dysmas is to share the transforming power of Christ’s love with persons incarcerated
in the Maryland Department of Corrections and to
support them upon their release.
For more information about volunteering or donating,
visit the website at stdysmasmd.org.

SUMMARY OF COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, JULY 2, 2019

The Council met at Fazzini’s Restaurant at 6 pm for our July meeting. Thanks go to Ed Podowski for
making the arrangements with the restaurant. JR Weidley reported that offerings “were not great”, but we had
rental income and our expenses were “normal.” Our General Fund total current assets as of June 30, 2019 was
$111,727.38. The Endowment Fund account rebounded $20,000 from the loss we sustained last month. Our
total current assets in the Endowment Fund as of June 30, 2019 was $797,565.87. An automatic transfer has
been set up to transfer funds from the Endowment fund to the General Fund on the 7th of the month until further
notice. Bill Phillips reported that we are having a problem finding an electrician to hook-up the WiFi installation requested by the Toddler Group. A new rental agreement has been prepared under their new name, the
Toddler Cooperative of Baltimore County.
Cheryl has been in touch with Carl Schlick about the piano video. He is waiting for a friend who does
professional narratives to develop a small script to read. Cheryl has been connecting with the Scouts and trying
to find an Eagle Scout Project for one of them. Pastor Lura reported members have taken up the challenge of
trying to get to know each other better. Healthy relationships are an important part of our work together as a
congregation. Following the June 23rd “conversation” it was clear that we have some more work to do making
sure everyone
understands the Whole New direction Plan, which is more abstract and undefined. The Friday Evening Bible Study will review, “Love Big: The Power of Revolutionary Relationships to Heal the World”
by Rozella Haydee White. Weekly Bible Study continues at 11:30 am on Tuesdays with brown bag lunches.
Pastor Lura is looking for a supply preacher for August 4th while she is attending continuing education at the
annual Proclaim retreat in Milwaukee and the Church wide Assembly.
Following Pastor’s report there was a long discussion about the future of our church. At the June 23rd
conversation, the congregation discussed going forward with a combination of the 20 point Evangelism Plan
and the Whole New Direction Plan. How do we combine those plans? Will our congregation accept the changes that need to be made? How can we be more friendly? Should we provide candy to welcome the Al-Anon
groups? The Council agreed to have an additional meeting on July 10th at 6:30 pm to decide how to present
these plans to the Congregation; to provide concrete ideas that will enable them to understand our options; and
make a decision as to how to proceed. There will be a Congregational Meeting on July 21, 2019 to make this
decision.
A chart was presented with the current attendance numbers. The average attendance in June was 28.
The Hall has been rented on August 18th and December 7th. Ed spoke to Randy about cleaning up after our tenants. He said that he may not be available to help with this. He also spoke to Lenna about moving items that
are currently being stored in the Hall. Concern was expressed as to where we can store these items. We have a
sister church to pray for now, Grace Lutheran Church in Greater Northern Lakes, Michigan. Each congregation
has been invited to pray for a church in another Synod. We have added our sister church to our prayer list.
Crab Feast Date: Bar bar a Heavr in volunteer ed to or ganize the cr ab feast. The tentative date is the Sunday after Labor Day, September 8, 2019
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 7:50 pm.
Respectfully submitted, Susan Hermann, Council Secretary

Congregational Conversation Summary
Sunday, June 23, 2019
A conversation was held to discuss which path we will take at Grace – either the 20 Point Evangelism Plan
or the New Mission Direction Plan, or perhaps some of each plan to move Grace forward.
Seventeen participants from Grace were divided into two groups. Each group was given one of the plans to
discuss for Grace’s growth.
To spur the group discussion, each participant was given a piece of paper to list what they could commit to
doing from the two plans, to help Grace move forward.
Twenty Point Evangelism Plan
JR Weidley reported that the group came up with two parts:
1. Build relationships and solve issues
2. Practice specifics and plan events, projects and services that promote and grow part one









Plan events, services, and projects 3-4 times per year
Encourage daily praying
Seek out new ideas for events, services and projects
Attend all planned events and projects
Ascertain how we can expand and enhance the experiences of the outside groups using Grace’s
facilities by talking with their group leaders
Be gracious and welcoming to all who use Grace’s facilities along with the visitors that attend our
services
Recognize that some church members do not want to be leaders, but will assist those who want to be
leaders
Review all prior surveys
New Mission Direction Plan

Ed Podowski reported that this group’s task was to determine what the needs are of the outside groups
using Grace’s facilities and explore the greater community organizations, non-profits, etc. to see what and
where there needs are.






Meet with and interview community leaders
Contact and determine the needs of the community groups and leaders and work on building
relationships with them
Help plan and support community events
Attend other fellowship events and assess for use at Grace
Provide snacks for groups using Grace’s facilities

VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
(IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ASSISTANCE CENTER OF TOWSON CHURCHES)
INVITES YOU TO VOLUNTEER AND DONATE TO OUR

DONATE:

VOLUNTEER: (Please arrive at 9)

NEW SCHOOL SUPPLIES

HOSTS TO ASSIST OUR GUESTS
SET-UP/CLEAN-UP
REFRESHMENTS
CHILDREN’S ROOM

WHEN: SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, 2019 10am-12pm
WHERE: 1401 YORK ROAD, LUTHERVILLE, MD 21093

*Copies of the School Supply List are located in the Narthex!
*Last day to bring supplies to Grace is Sunday, August 11, 2019.

Thank you!

SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST:

BACKPACKS

PROTRACTOR SETS

BINDERS (2”)

GLUE

BINDERS (3”)

GLUE STICKS

FOLDERS WITH POCKETS/VINYL

INDEX CARDS

COMPOSITION BOOKS

POST IT NOTES

SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS/REG. & COLLEGE LINED

PENS & PENCILS

NOTEBOOK PAPER/REG. & COLLEGE LINED
DIVIDERS
CRAYONS
CRAYOLA MARKERS
COLORED PENCILS
PENS & PENCILS
HIGHLIGHTERS
DRY ERASE MARKERS
RULERS
ERASERS
SCISSORS
PENCIL CASE (BINDER & INDIV.)

