
Welcome!  We are glad you are here worshipping 
with us! If you have questions about any aspect of our 
worship service or need assistance the ushers are happy 
to help.  We hope to see you again soon!   
 
 
 
 
 
Open communion is practiced here at Grace, all are    
welcome to the Lord’s table.   
 
As you walk up the center aisle, you may take an empty 
cup from the tray on the table in front of the lectern. 
There are also pre-filled cups of white grape juice on a 
plate between the trays. You will then receive a piece of 
bread from Pastor. If you have an individual cup, wine 
will be poured by the Assisting Minister. If you would 
rather receive wine from the common cup, you may still 
do so from the second chalice. If you used the individual 
cup, you may discard the cup on the way back to your 
seat.   

Anyone who prefers not to commune, is still welcome to 
come up for a blessing.  If you, due to mobility issues, 
would prefer to receive communion in your seat, please 
let one of the ushers know, and Pastor will bring      
communion to you.   
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Today at Grace…    
 
 You are invited to join us after worship           

for Fellowship Hour 
 

Upcoming Events… 
 
Monday, April 1st 
 Helping Hands will meet to assemble Easter   

baskets, 10:00AM 
 
Tuesday, April 2nd 
 Quilting, 9:30AM 
 Lenten Bible study, 11:30AM 
 
Wednesday, April 3rd 
 Choir practice  
 
Sunday, April 7th 
 Grace will welcome representatives from  

United Lutheran Seminary to our service 
 Congregational Conversation 
 
Friday, April 12th 

 Book and Bible Study, 6:30PM 
 
Sunday, April 14th 
 Palm Sunday 

** Please help us keep the prayer list updated.  If  anyone 
needs to be removed or added please contact the office.             

                             ACTC lunches for April 7th 

                                   Joanne Gounaris 

Changing our relationship 
with God. 

 

Sunday Challenge:    

Ask a child what God is like.  
Listen.  Learn.   
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Giving & Attendance  
 

March 24, 2019 
 

  Giving:  $1,842.00    Attendance:  26 
  Giving Year to Date:  $17,952.00 

Friday Evening Book Study 
 

We have started a new book, “Listening for God:                      
Contemporary Literature and the Life of Faith,       
Vol 3.”  Everyone is welcome to join us, even if      
you have never come before! 
 

The group meets every       
other Friday at 6:30pm for                    
a light dinner, study at 7:30.   

                    Worship Schedule 
April 7 
AM:                    John Guthmann 
L:           Bill Phillips  
Greeter:     Audrey Rhodey     
Usher:                      Larry Herrold  
 
Ushers & Greeters: Hospitality Team name tags & 
instructions are available at the Visitors table. 

March Monthly Appeal     

Augsburg Lutheran Home & Village  

Augsburg Village is owned and supported by over 

80 Lutheran congregations.  Augsburg is a faith-

based community that welcomes individuals of all 

beliefs, cultures and ethnic backgrounds. 

Founded in the late 1800’s, Augsburg has been 

providing a home to seniors for more than a century. 

A caring commitment to serving this valuable        

segment of our society inspired our founders and   

continues to guide our board of directors, admin-

istration and staff today. It is at the center of all   

decisions and actions.  Schedule a tour and see first 

hand the wonderful lifestyle awaiting you. 

Augsburg Village 
6825 Campfield Road, Baltimore, 21207  

410-486-4573  

Bible Study in Lent : 

We continue our midweek Bible  
Study on Tuesdays at 11:30AM.    
Everyone is welcome to join us. 

A simple soup lunch will be served.  

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday: April 14th, 10am 

Maundy Thursday: April 18th, 7pm 

Good Friday: April 19th, noon 

Easter Sunday: April 21st, 10am 

Upcoming Congregational Conversations 

On Sunday, April 7th, at 11:30 am, we will have a 
meeting for the 15 people who said they have more 
hours a week to give to this congregation, plus any-
body else who wants to continue volunteering at 
Grace. We will look at the work that needs to be done 
to continue maintaining our congregation.  
 

On Sunday, May 5th, at 11:30 am, after  church, 
we will continue our conversation about the future of 
our congregation. We will be talking about the two       
options we have before us: committing to the 20 
point evangelism plan, or choosing a new direction.  

We hope you will plan to join us! 

Helping Hands   

We would like to thank you for 

all the candy that was donated 

along with helping to make the 

boo boo bunnies!  Your dedica-

tion to this project is greatly    

appreciated.  Please join us in 

assembling the baskets on    

Monday, April 1st at 10:00AM. 

Lenna & Grace, Co-chair 



March 24, 2019 

 

Dear People of Grace, 

 

How are you feeling about all of our new challenges?  

 

I’ve been so proud of you, for the new things you are trying! You’ve been sitting in new places, 
stepping outside of your comfort zones in Bible Study, looking freshly at our worship leadership, 
and taking on weekly challenges!  

 

These are beautiful and brave first steps! Of course, they are little baby steps, and mostly just      
practice for big changes to come. We aren’t sure yet exactly what changes we will need to make,   
because we aren’t sure yet exactly what direction we are moving in, so let’s figure that out! 

 

On May 5th, after worship, we will meet to continue this conversation. We have before us two 
choices: to commit to the 20 point evangelism plan, or to go in a whole new, yet to be determined 
direction. One of the things you can be thinking of in preparation for this meeting is if there is any 
group of people in our community who are not currently being served by a congregation, or any    
unmet need.  

 

As we plan our new direction, we also need to keep our congregation running, and we have some 
big holes to fill. On April 7th, after church, I want to meet with the 15 people who said they have 
more hours to give their congregation, as well as anyone who wants to continue volunteering at 
their current level, to plan out who will do what to maintain our congregation until we pick a new 
direction. We have a great deal of work for just 15-18 people to do!  

 

Until then, we will continue to use Lent to evaluate where we need to change our relationships with     
others, the church, ourselves, and God. Keep working those weekly challenges!  

 

And in all of this, keep praying. Keep coming to Bible Study, and to worship. We need to be fed 
with God’s word, in order to follow God’s guidance.  

 

As always, God loves you. No matter who you are, what you have done, or what has happened to 
you in life, God’s love for you in Jesus Christ is unconditional. And God invites you to live in a new 
way, in boldness and love.  

 

Pastor Lura 



 

 

MARCH COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY   

 

The council met on March 5, 2019 at 6:30 pm.  JR Weidley reported that the General Fund balance 

at the end of February was a negative $1,133.11 which included a $15,000 transfer from the         

Endowment Fund.  We had an increase in our BGE and snow removal costs.  The good news is that 

the gains on our investments in the Endowment Fund are only a little less than our transfers to the 

General Fund, so the decrease in the balance of the Endowment Fund has been minimal.  The      

Endowment Fund ended February with a balance of $829,355.26.  According to ELCA guidelines 

we should have an external audit done every 3-5 years.  We should do this in 2019.   

Bill Phillips reported that we have a leak in the kitchen closet with water running down the wall and 

on the floor.  This may be a roof leak.  We signed a new one-year contract with Hope Chapel for 

rental of the church and occasional use of Reinheimer Hall for $816.00 per month, a 2% increase.   

Pastor Lura was pleased with the playfulness and affection displayed with each other at the Mardi 

Gras celebration. Pastor Lura has visited all of the shut-ins.  The Friday evening book study is      

enjoying volume 3 of Listening for God; Contemporary Literature and the Life of Faith.  During 

Lent we will have a weekly Bible Study on Tuesdays at 11:30 am with lunch.  

Work on the membership list has been completed. Two lists were created:  one of Voting Members 

who attend regularly and those who do not attend regularly but wish to remain as members and a 

Remove list of those who indicated that they do not wish to be members.  A vote was taken to      

remove the names on the Remove list from our membership roles.  Helping Hands group will send 

Easter Cards to everyone we have not seen in a while.   

We are averaging 28 – 29 people in attendance.  We should have a meeting with those who             

indicated on the congregational survey that they have more time to give to the church.  We need to 

increase interaction with each other.  A pastoral invitation will be sent out to all members inviting 

everyone to Holy Week and Easter services.   

We will need 2 people to attend the Synod Assembly in June.  It should be in Hunt Valley as it was 

last year.  Ed Podowski volunteered to set up a table highlighting our church and our ministries like 

he did last year.   

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Hermann, Secretary 


