
Welcome!  We are glad you are here worshipping 
with us! If you have questions about any aspect of our 
worship service or need assistance the ushers are happy 
to help.  We hope to see you again soon!  
 
 
 
 
 
Open communion is practiced here at Grace, all are    
welcome to the Lord’s table.   
 
As you walk up the center aisle, you may take an empty 
cup from the tray on the table in front of the lectern. 
There are also pre-filled cups of white grape juice on a 
plate between the trays. You will then receive a piece of 
bread from Pastor. If you have an individual cup, wine 
will be poured by the Assisting Minister. If you would 
rather receive wine from the common cup, you may still 
do so from the second chalice. If you used the individual 
cup, you may discard the cup on the way back to your 
seat.   
 
Anyone who prefers not to commune, is still welcome to 
come up for a blessing.  If you, due to mobility issues, 
would prefer to receive communion in your seat, please 
let one of the ushers know, and Pastor will bring      
communion to you.   
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Today at Grace…    
 

 You are invited to join us after  
      worship for Fellowship Hour 
 Social media training, following worship 
 ACTC lunches, Larry & Ann Herrold 
 

Upcoming Events… 
 

Tuesday, May 21st 
 Quilting, 9:30AM 
 Bible study, 11:30AM 
 
Thursday, May 23rd 

 Choir practice, 6:45PM 
 
Friday, May 24th 

 Book and Bible Study, 6:30PM 
 
Sunday, May 26th 

 Worship Committee meeting, after service 
 
Sunday, June 9th 
 Congregational Meeting for the roof repair, 

following worship 
 
Sunday, June 23rd 

 Congregational Conversation to discuss the 
future of our church, following worship 

Social Media Training 

Join us today, May 19th, as Pastor Lura will train 
us how to use Facebook and Twitter for our 
church’s evangelism. You don’t need to know    
anything about Facebook or Twitter to attend this 
training, but it is for people who have a computer 
they use to get online.   

 

Weekly challenge: 

 Draw a picture that illustrates God’s grace.  
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Giving & Attendance  
 

May 12, 2019 
 

  Giving:  $2,080.00   Attendance:  34 
  Giving Year to Date:  $28,378.00 

Friday Evening Book Study 
 

We continue with our book, “Listening for God:                      
Contemporary Literature and the Life of Faith,       
Vol 3.”  Everyone is welcome to join us, even if      
you have never come before! 
  

The group meets every other Friday at 6:30pm          
for a light dinner, study at 7:30.   

                    Worship Schedule 
May 26 
AM:       John Guthmann   
L:    Claire Schultze 
Greeter:    Audrey Rhodey      
Usher:             Terry Conkwright & Larry Herrold  
 
Ushers & Greeters: Hospitality Team name tags & 
instructions are available at the Visitors table. 

                             ACTC lunches for June 2nd 

                                  John Guthmann 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Bible Study continues every Tuesday at 11:30 as we 

gather in the activity room to study Scripture. You 

are invited to bring a brown bag lunch.  

                 Everyone is welcome! 

May Monthly Appeal -  
        Mar-Lu-Ridge Summer Camp 
 

Mar-Lu-Ridge is a year-round outdoor ministry of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Located in the beautiful Catoctin Mountains of      
central Maryland, they minister through summer 
camp, retreats, their conference center, and a variety 
of programs offered throughout the year. 

Mar-Lu-Ridge welcomes everyone to a mountain-top 
experience of Christian community that changes 
lives, makes disciples, builds friendships, and        
encourages care of God’s creation.   

mlr@mar-lu-ridge.org 
1-800-238-9974    301-874-5544 

Grand Piano Donation 

Church Council voted unanimously to accept the   
donation of a grand piano! We are grateful to our 
neighbor, Wilma Lim and her family for graciously 
donating their grand piano to Grace Lutheran 
Church!  The piano has been in her family for many 
years and belonged to her mother.  The instrument 
was well-loved, but is no longer played.  When    
considering the best options for a new home for the 
instrument, Wilma decided to first offer it to the    
congregation at Grace Lutheran.  Fortunately, we 
have the luck of sharing Valleyfield Road with her! 

Our new grand piano was delivered to our sanctuary 
last Monday! Our long time piano tuner Ben Palmer 
has been here working on it.  We will soon announce 
a piano dedication.   

We are truly blessed to have been given such a gift!  
Wilma is a lovely and kind woman with a delightful 
personality.  I hope you will all have the opportunity 
to meet her, to say hello and thank you! 

                      Work Day for Grace 

                                    Thank you for helping with  
   Grace’s clean-up day, your  
   assistance is so appreciated!  

Would you like to be able to create videos?  

Do you have a family member or friend who is        
interested in doing so?  

Carl Schlick, who has been helping Grace church in 
becoming more social media present, is looking to 
pass on his expertise.  He's even open to loaning a 
camera and tripod if needed to help someone learn 
how to do what he does.  

We need someone located closer to the church who 
could do the videos on a fairly regular basis. He's  
already done this with St Matthias.  

If you or someone you know is interested, then call 
Carl at 410-929-7079 or email KA3URP@aol.com. 



Dear People of Grace, 

Joy and peace to you through Jesus Christ our Savior! 

Your congregation is in a time of praying and talking about how to move forward into its future.  

Options that we have rejected so far are to accept our slow decline, to close and distribute our resources to 

younger ministries, and to build a time machine to the past.  

The two options we are now considering are both plans for growth.  One is the 20 point evangelism plan I 

created for this congregation last summer.  This is the most traditional plan, and represents what healthy, 

growing congregations have done for decades, but it will require us to break some old, bad habits, make 

some changes, and re-energize some old programs we have allowed to slide. This plan is more general, 

reaching out to a wide, unspecified group of people.  

The other plan is what we’re calling the “Whole New Direction Plan.”  It allows us to focus on one specific 

mission, or target audience.  It is also tried and true, and is the way many healthy congregations are            

currently growing.  It involves a year of research into our local community: not only an in-depth look at 

census data, but also reading local newspapers and social media, and most importantly, interviewing local 

leaders like school principals, civic association chairs, nonprofit leaders, and local politicians. The purpose 

of this research would be to identify who is in our local community, what are the unmet needs, and who are 

the underserved populations.  Once we have done that research, we would compare the unmet needs and 

underserved populations to Grace’s resources and strengths, to identify one area we could focus on.  Then 

we would spend another year going back to those same local leaders, asking for their advice and help to 

reach that group of people.  We would redesign our worship, staffing and volunteer structure, relationship 

with our own building and endowment, and all other resources to meet this need.  

Both of these plans are based on the assumption that good relationships are the heart of evangelism, church 

growth, and our life in faith.  And they have significant overlap: we can’t do the 20 point evangelism plan 

without talking to nonprofit leaders, for example, nor do the whole new direction without becoming more 

open-minded about our visitors.  

Both plans will involve significant change for this congregation, and both plans will require the               

congregation to make them a top priority, with each member committing more time and resources than they 

have been previously.  Either plan could be the basis for calling your next pastor.  

Our next congregational conversation about these plans will be on June 23rd, after church.  I hope that all 

members will plan to attend, and continue their prayers and conversations about these plans until then.  

An update: the council decided to postpone our re-organization of our committee structure until after this 

decision, as it may influence how we would like to organize.  

I continue to pray with and for you daily.  And whatever you decide, whatever happens, God’s love for you 

in Jesus Christ is unconditional, and God will go with us.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Lura 



May Council Minutes 

 
 

 JR Weidley reported that offerings were up slightly- comparable to the same time last year. Expenses had been 

down. So far this year, we have withdrawn $72, 000 from the endowment for expenses and had a $64,000 gain. JR 

suggested for convenience that we change to an electronic transfer for the periodic withdrawals. Council approved 

the change in policy. 

 Bill Phillips reported the Property Committee approved 3 small repair jobs by Kenneth Martin. A ceiling leak in a 

storage room, exterior painting of wood and setting up WiFi cable for the Co Op will cost $1060. Ed Podowski 

pointed out that an access point must be purchased at the cost of $150. A motion made for spending $1210 was    

approved by the Council. 

 Bill had received three estimates on the replacement for Reinheimer Hall's roof. The bid from Bollinger for $51,400 

was the lowest. They also suggested that roof drains be added to prevent standing water.  The drains would need to 

be installed by plumbers and that would increase the total to $56,400, still the lowest bid.  

 During the roof examination the rep saw shingles had blown off the sanctuary roof and further suggested              

replacement of the shingles at the same time as replacing the roof. A cherry picker must be rented to reach that      

area but, the cost was not yet known at the meeting.  

 Due to the cost of the entire project, a congregational meeting is required; a letter notifying members of said       

meeting on June 9th will be sent out. Due to Bollinger's schedule, the work will not begin for 8 weeks.  

  Pastor Lura commented on the May 5th conversation meeting.  No consensus was reached.  Another conversational 

meeting will be set up to hold a discussion and choose a plan.  

 A constitutional committee consisting of Pastor Lura, John Guthmann, Sue Hermann, and Larry Herrold will begin 

addressing a congregational request to determine if a quorum should consist of a percentage of membership or 

"whomever is present.” They will also check on the terms allowed a treasurer, review volunteer position needs and, 

possibly, look into committee reorganization.  

 Rev. Randy Terry’s sermon on May 5th was complimented by the Council. A motion was made to support his next 

missionary project with a check of $200.00.     

A female delegate is still needed for the Synod Gathering. Ed Podwoski has rented a table for the event so that Grace 

will be noticeably represented. 

 On June 2nd the Pastor will be preaching at Journey of Faith Lutheran Church. They will provide us with a supply 

pastor in her absence.                                                                   

 The Johns Hopkins Toddler Co Op will change its name to the Baltimore County Co Op this month. 

  Grace's congregation has been invited to join Hope Chapel for a fall picnic. Date to be announced. 

   Meeting adjourned at 7:49. 

   


