Grace Lutheran Church Announcements - Oct. 6, 2019
Gracefully Living ~ Gracefully Serving
8601 Valleyfield Road Lutherville, MD 21093
410-828-5115 / office@gracelutherville.org
Interim Pastor Lura Groen lur a.gr oen@gmail.com or 832-350-0404
www.gracelutherville.org / www.facebook.com/GraceChurch.Lutherville

Welcome! We ar e glad you ar e her e wor shipping
with us! If you have questions about any aspect of our
worship service or need assistance the ushers are happy
to help. We hope to see you again soon!

Today at Grace…





Open communion is practiced here at Grace, all are
welcome to the Lord’s table.
You may take an empty cup, or one filled with grape
juice as you walk up to the communion rail. If you are
planning to receive wine from the common cup, no need
to take a cup. Fill in around the altar rail from the front
toward the back on each side. After communing, wait to
be dismissed by the Pastor. Leave the empty cup in the
bowl on the side as you return to your seat.

Anyone who prefers not to commune, is still welcome to
come up for a blessing. If you, due to mobility issues,
would prefer to receive communion in your seat, please
let one of the ushers know, and Pastor will bring
communion to you.

** Please help us keep the prayer list updated. If anyone
needs to be removed or added please contact the office.

Tammi Bissett
Laurie Worzask
Milton Dierker
Luis Bolivar
Lisa Nickles
Doug Rhodey
Francis White
Tom Phipps
Katie Westwick
Claire Schultze
Carrie Avirett
Tina Frymoyer
Thelma Davis
Bettie Greene
Bill Phillips
John Leitner
Carol Ridenour
Grace Lutheran Church in South Range, Michigan
The families of Lou Kaste, Terry Hall and Jeanette Spedden



We welcome Theresa Foster & Frank Eardley
as they join Grace Lutheran Church
Everyone is invited to gather after worship
for Fellowship Hour
Congregational conversation, after service
Deadline for all committee reports to be
included in the Annual Report
ACTC lunches, Barb Heavrin

Upcoming Events…
Tuesday, October 8th
 Quilting, 9:30 AM
 Bible study, 11:30AM
Thursday, October 10th
 Choir practice, 6:45PM
Sunday, October 13th
 Blessing of the quilts, 10:00AM service
Friday, October 18th
 Book study, 6:30PM
Sunday, October 20th
 Pastor Lura’s final Sunday with Grace
Thursday, October 24th
 Blessing of the Pets, 6:00PM
Sunday, November 10th
 Annual Congregational Meeting, after worship
Saturday, November 16th
 Christmas Bazaar, 9:00AM - 2:00PM

Save the date!! Santa’s elves are
working hard getting ready for the
Christmas Bazaar!
Grace’s annual Christmas Bazaar will be
held on Saturday, November 16th,
from 9:00AM to 2:00PM.

Blessing of the Quilts
The Blessing of the Quilts will take place
on Sunday, October 13, 2019.

October 13
AM:
L:
Greeter:
Usher:

Worship Schedule
To be announced.

Ushers & Greeters: Hospitality Team name tags &
instructions are available at the Visitors table.

Giving & Attendance
September 29, 2019

Friday Evening Book Study
Friday Night Book Club will be reading “The L Word:
Renewing the Church from Its Lutheran Core.” This
is an excellent, engaging, and accessible book
recommended for all Lutherans! Copies are in the
narthex, and everyone is invited.
The group meets every other Friday at 6:30pm
for a light dinner, study at 7:30.

Giving: $1240.00 Attendance: 62
Giving Year to Date: $48,649.00

Tuesday Bible Study
Bible Study continues every Tuesday at 11:30 as we
gather in the activity room to study Scripture. You are
invited to bring a brown bag lunch.

Everyone is welcome!

Everyone is welcome!

Grace Lutheran Church
invites you and all
friendly,
restrained
pets for
the annual

Blessing of the Animals
Thursday, October 24th
at 6:00PM
in the courtyard.
ACTC lunches for Oct. 20
Doris & Greg Haga

October Monthly Appeal

Loaves & Fishes
The St. Matthias Loaves & Fishes feeding mission
provides hot meals, groceries and other support for
these hungry men, women and children who are
homeless, living in shelters, coping with addiction,
or just having difficulty making ends meet.
Through a corps of volunteers who contribute their
time, talents and financial resources, they seek to meet
the community’s needs every Saturday. The Loaves
& Fishes program serves meals, operates a food
pantry and provides clothing, personal hygiene items
and other services.
“Our vision is to both sustain and grow our feeding
mission and resource center so that we can help
our neighbors
thrive.
Partner with
us to make a
difference.”

September 23, 2019

Dear People of Grace,
With joy and gratitude I have accepted the call to be the pastor of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church in
Columbia MD.
This means that with both sadness and gratitude for my time with you I will be ending my call as your
Interim Pastor.
I have come to love each and every one of you. I thank you for welcoming me among you, and trusting
me to be your pastor for a time. I will miss you.
Together we have talked through past conflict, seeking healing. Together we’ve reflected on Grace’s
history and patterns, together we’ve dreamed, and together we have sought God’s future for this
congregation.
But even more than this, we’ve worshipped together, studied Scripture together, received communion,
served meals, baptized a few babies and buried a few saints. Throughout it all, we’ve been wrapped in
God’s unconditional love and grace.

That grace, that love, will be with you always. No matter where God leads you, or what decisions you
make, you will always be held in God’s love.
I am proud of your council for stepping up to take ownership of your future, and prayerful about the plan
they have to present to you.
As your pastor who loves you, I long for each of you to experience loving, thriving, joyful Christian
community soon, in whatever way God has in mind for you.
I will be with you officially through the end of October, although I will take my remaining vacation days
at the end of the month. My last Sunday with you will be October 20th. The Bishop will be meeting soon
with the council to talk with you about possibilities for your next pastor.
If you’d like to talk to me about any of this, I am here for you. My cell is 832-350-0404, and my email
is lura.groen@gmail.com.
With all of my love, and praying Christ’s blessings for you,
Pastor Lura Groen

September 22, 2019
Lutherville, MD

Members of Grace,
Church Council met in July to determine a plan of action to grow the congregation of Grace Church.
The name of this plan is to be known as “The Whole New Direction” plan. The Whole New
Direction Plan involves developing an understanding of the demographics of our area and finding
out the needs of our community. We would pick what we think are the most important elements and
go slowly.
The Maryland – Delaware Synod has decided that there not to be any new mergers of existing
congregations unless the churches get together on their own and decide to merge. With this in
mind, council has decided that Grace should move forward and establish relationships with other
Lutheran congregation in the Towson, Lutherville - Timonium and Cockeysville areas. Examples
of churches we would try to establish relationships with are Faith Lutheran of Cockeysville,
St. Paul’s of Lutherville, Divinity and Ascension of Towson. Grace would work together in
partnership to grow our church and secure Grace’s future.
It was suggested that a three person team of Council members be created to approach the other
Church Councils to explain our ideas. The 3-person team from Grace will be Ed, John and Cheryl.
We should also plan to visit with the leaders of the groups that are using our building (i.e., Al Anon)
to determine what their needs are and how we can help them.
The council is recommending the “Whole New Direction Plan” to the Congregation, which does
overlap some of the points in the Evangelism Plan. However, before we pick which of the
Evangelism Points we want to consider, we will start to do the research and set some goals.
Goals:
We will reach out to other churches for possible partnerships. (30 days).
We will reach out internally to groups meeting at Grace. (60 days).
We will identify the demographics of our area and its needs.
We will ask the Synod if they have any new demographic data.
We will reach out to the Greater Timonium Committee to determine their needs.
Please be prepared to discuss the “New Direction Plan” on next meeting to discuss the growth of
Grace on October 6, 2019.
Sincerely,
John Guthmann, Council President

